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LOCAL PROJECTS, LOCAL JOBS PROGRAM — LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION’S COMMENTS 

49. Mr R.R. WHITBY to the Treasurer: 
I refer to Treasury’s appropriations from the consolidated account towards education, community and recreation 
amenities, and to comments yesterday by the Leader of the Opposition that local members should not be running 
around saying, “Do you want some cash?” Can the Treasurer advise the house whether this has occurred; and, if 
so, can he provide details to the house about when this occurred? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Can I thank the member for Baldivis for the question? Indeed I can. 
I am always interested in the comments of the Leader of the Opposition, but particularly around this issue. I have 
noted that the Leader of the Opposition has taken an approach to his role as Leader of the Opposition that assumes 
that his political career started the day he became the Leader of the Opposition! All his time as Treasurer and the 
forty thousand million dollars he racked up in debt is irrelevant for the purposes of public debate. I was curious 
yesterday when the Leader of the Opposition said this in respect of Local Projects, Local Jobs — 

… firstly, it should be widely advertised. 
That is, election commitments. He continued — 

That is not by the local member saying, “Do you want some cash?” 
My electorate is not far from that of the member for Riverton, and I thought: Where have I seen this before? I’ve 
heard this before. So I went back through some old media clippings—I have had a few laminated this week — 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I do believe you made a ruling on bringing in props to the chamber. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: No, I have not, actually. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Okay. 
The SPEAKER: The previous Speaker had, but — 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I think you did. 
The SPEAKER: I might have. Hold on. Yes, you can hold something up briefly, but you cannot bring in 
something that is a stunt. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and thank you for the clarification, member for Churchlands. 
The SPEAKER: Hold it up briefly, member. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I recall a particular ad by the member for Riverton, just for members’ information. I just want 
to remind everybody, including the member for Riverton, of what he said — 

Mike Nahan 
Member for Riverton — 

Big smiling Mike — 
Investing In our sporting teams 
If elected, we’ll invest $120,000 into brand new facilities for the Rossmoyne Netball Club 
& $75,000 into refreshing the Corinthian Park Tennis Club’s kitchen facilities, and to upgrade lighting 
for the courts! 

Well done, Leader of the Opposition! Can I just say that I do not know whether that election commitment was 
advertised broadly for everybody to apply. Can I assume that that was not the case? I can only assume that that 
was some sort of cash. The Leader of the Opposition put out another advertisement headed “Mike Nahan MLA” 
and “$80 million rebuild of Willetton Senior High School”, with a little handwritten note: “Thank you Mike”. 
There you go, member for Dawesville; send him off to the CCC! I am pretty sure that neither of those comply with 
the shadow Treasurer’s comment that — 

… the question must be asked: is taxpayers’ money being allocated fairly with all potential recipients 
eligible to apply and be considered on a competitive basis? 
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I am pretty sure that did not happen for Rossmoyne Netball Club and the Corinthian Park Tennis Club. It is 
interesting that the Leader of the Opposition flies into this place and throws punches, assuming that he has no 
record. We know his record, and it is not a good one. 

In conclusion, I will comment on the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The member for Dawesville is worried 
about the use of “I” and “we” and “my”, as he should be. I wanted to note, before I conclude, the Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition’s speech on 29 November 2011, when she stated — 

I will highlight some of my other election commitments. 

In referring to the Innaloo Sportsmen’s Club, after giving the club a hefty amount of money—she did; not the 
taxpayer, according to the member for Dawesville—she said — 

The Innaloo Sportsmen’s Club still cannot quite believe its luck. 

That is still arse backwards in the cash, Mr Speaker! I do not know how that happened, but the reality is that if this 
sort of behaviour is indeed corrupt, as the Leader of the Opposition alleges, then he might need to refer himself 
off to the CCC. The reality is that the Leader of the Opposition has a record; it is not a good one and he needs to 
start reflecting upon it. 

Several members interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER: Member, you called the member a hypocrite. I will ask you to withdraw. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I withdraw. 
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